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Cast 
 
Mirko       Mirko Frezza 
Boccione       Alessandro Borghi 
Pierino        Vittorio Viviani 
Vittoria        Milena Mancini   
Paola       Ivana Lotito 
Michelle       Ginevra De Carolis 
Crystel       Crystel Frezza 
 
Credits 
 
Directed by      Michele Vannucci 
Story       Michele Vannucci, Anita Otto  

in collaboration with Mirko Frezza 
Screenplay      Michele Vannucci, Anita Otto  
Cinematography     Matteo Vieille 
Editing       Sara Zavarise 
Music       Teho Teardo 
       Last before dinner 
Art Director      Lupo Marziale 
Costumes      Sabrina Beretta 
Produced by       Giovanni Pompili 
Production company      Kino Produzioni  

With the support of Ministero dei Beni e delle Attività Culturali e del 
Turismo 

With the support of Roma Lazio Film Commission, Regione Lazio- 
Fondo regionale per il cinema e l'audiovisivo 

In collaboration with     Laser Film , Upupa srl 

 
 

International Sales     True Colours  
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SYNOPSIS 
 

Mirko is back home after 8 years spent in jail. He wants a second chance, dreaming for a fresh start, leaving 
violence and crime behind once and for all. He aims to win back the love of his two daughters, to start over 
with his wife and finally do something good for himself. An unexpected opportunity arises when he’s 
surprisingly elected President of a Social Association of his neighborhood, an almost forgotten area in the 
outskirt of Rome. He puts all his efforts in it: he manages to organize a soup kitchen and to offer a real job to 
the outlaws of the area by transforming an abandoned piece of land in a flourished tomato field. 
But once you’ve been a criminal for so long, spreading so much grief and sorrow, it’s incredibly hard to 
infect people around you with good and happiness. 
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DIRECTOR’S NOTES 
 

Some encounters can change the perception of your life.  

 

In August 2012 I met Mirko during the casting of my graduation short at Centro Sperimentale di 

Cinematografia. He was 40 years old and with a life on the streets he wanted to finally put behind him. He 

told me he had been elected president of his neighbor’s association, that he was starting working for it and 

that he was going to have soon his third kid. Right there, I saw a story coming out of his words, a story worth 

to be told, and to which I suddenly felt attached. What he was looking for, was what I was looking for too: a 

new identity, a new life. 

 

We’ve been meeting for three years, I’ve been listening to him and I’ve started writing a story inspired by his 

words. That story is “I Was a Dreamer – Il più grande Sogno”: a fictional film starting from his real life. A 

dream that came true thanks to the help of a generous group of people ready to take this challenge, a story 

spanning free from the comedy to the drama and crime genre, as naturally as real life does. 

 

This film is dedicated to those who every day put themselves in the line and struggle for the life they dream. 

 

 

 

THE DIRECTOR 

 

Michele Vannucci was born in Rome in 1987. 

In 2012 he graduates in directing at the prestigious Centro Sperimentale di Cinematografia, the National 

Italian Film School. In almost three years he has directed many short documentaries and a medium-length 

documentary (Vigne Nuove). In 2015 he directed the short Una storia normale on which is based the 

screenplay of his feature debut, Il più grande sogno – I Was a Dreamer, awarded as best screenplay at the 

Premio Solinas Experimenta. 

 

Filmography 

 

2009 Il cuore in tasca, short 

2009 Vigne Nuove, short 

2010 Io tra di voi, short 

2012 Nati per Correre, short 

2013 Cenerentola è di Napoli, documentary 

2015 Una Storia Normale, short 

2016 Il più grande sogno 
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 LEADING ACTOR’S NOTE - MIRKO FREZZA 
 

Four years ago, Michele came into my life on tiptoe. I had never been an actor, but with him, I understood 

this could have been a new job for me. We have worked together in some shorts, we have grown together. 

 

I have started talking to him about me, about my life and he has started coming to my neighborhood. He 

turned on is recorder and we talked. He was there, listening to my reality. Some parts of it were not that easy 

to digest, also for me. Telling him about my life, I was also seeing it under a different light. 

It has been a mutual exchange, we gave each other a lot with these conversations. Telling him my story and 

then playing it in I WAS A DREAMER, has been the result of a deep personal search that we have walked 

through together. 

 

“Mirkone” and “Mirko” are not the same person: “Mirkone” has a criminal background, and some kind of 

reputation exaggerated by some sort of legends grown in the neighborhood. He was a “character” who had 

to exist. Mirko, instead, is what I really am. Michele’s film, even if it is only inspired by my life, tells my story, 

the story of my neighborhood, in such a pure way, in a tone that I really feel belongs to me: you laugh for all 

the duration of the film, for what you see in it, but then you think about it and say to yourself “this is no 

fucking laughing matter”. 

 

 

Kino produzioni – Company profile 
 

Kino produzioni's main goals are to research and develop a new cinema point of view strongly linked 
with reality. Kino is working to develop a new generation of emerging talents often coproducing with 
international production companies. 
 
Kino's works were presented at A-List international film festivals. 
 
In 2016 Kino presented VALPARAISO by Carlo Sironi Pardi di Domani Prize Video und Film Untertitelung 
at Locarno Film Festival, THE SILENCE by Farnoosh Samadi and Ali Asgari was in official short film 
competition at 69. Cannes Film Festival and ALMOST HEROES by Giovanni Piperno, created following up 
a the social inclusion project “TOR SAPIENZA FILM LAB”, won the NASTRO D'ARGENTO award. 
 
Kino produzioni realized the documentary films:  ON ART OF WAR by Silvia Luzi and Luca Bellino, TERRA 
DE FRATERNIDADE by Lorenzo De Almeida Carvalho and FAVELA FUTEBOL CLUBE by Marcello 
Brecciaroli, now  in post-production. 
 
We are currently developing three films: SOLE, the feature film debut by Carlo Sironi, in co-production 
with the French company Mèroè Films already selected in Script Station and supported by MiBact, CNC 
and IDM Film Fund, KENTANNOS by Victor Cruz and O HOMEM DA CASA by Lorenzo Almeida De 
Carvalho. 
 
Kino produzioni is an italian independent production company managed from 2011 by Giovanni Pompili. 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 


